Dear Sir/Madam

I am writing to you as a member of staff at [insert your organisation] to ask you to commit our Trust to cut its carbon emissions by 10% in 2010, as part of the high profile 10:10 campaign.

10:10 is a positive, forward thinking, high visibility campaign organized alongside The Sun, The Guardian and a number of prestigious charities and organisations, including the British Medical Journal and a growing number of NHS Trusts. It calls for individuals, organisations and government to unite behind one simple idea: a 10% cut in carbon emissions during 2010. The idea is broadly achievable, deliberately ‘main stream’ and in line with what the scientists say we need right now. Organisations are asked to commit themselves to work towards meeting that target, and can then brand and publicise themselves as 10:10 organisations. 

There are several reasons why I feel our Trust should sign up to 10:10.

Climate change is a health issue. More and more evidence is emerging showing the link between increasing greenhouse gas emissions, changes in the Earth’s climate, and the potential for catastrophic economic, social and humanitarian results. A recent report from the respected medical journal, The Lancet, described climate change as “the greatest threat to global health in the 21st Century”, and the UN’s Intergovernmental Panel for Climate Change lists widespread flooding, drought, famine and conflict as outcomes of continued greenhouse gas emissions at the current rate. 

NHS leadership is needed.  The Climate Change Act 2008 commits the UK to legally binding carbon emission cuts of 80% by 2050. Reaching this target will require large societal changes and co-operation and leadership from responsible citizens and institutions. As the largest employer in the UK, and with a responsibility towards the health of society, the NHS has a large part to play. 

Early action will benefit the Trust.  As we look ahead to a low carbon future, organisations that set the pace with the necessary innovations and changes will be rewarded, whilst those lagging behind will come under increasing regulatory pressure.  An early example is the Government’s Carbon Reduction Commitment, which will affect NHS Trusts from April 2010.

Furthermore, reducing carbon emissions through increased energy efficiency often results in economic savings. Encouraging cycling and low meat/dairy diets improves health and also cuts costs. 

The high-profile, progressive 10:10 campaign provides public support and momentum for CO2 reduction, a chance for real change. Being associated with the 10:10 ‘brand’ will create a positive image for our organisation amongst patients and staff. I urge you not to miss this important opportunity and to sign up to the campaign. For further information please see www.1010uk.org. I look forward to hearing your views on this.

Yours sincerely
